General Assembly 

Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative (MoBCI) 

Minutes of the General Assembly Meeting

August 28, 2010

Days Inn, Columbia, MO

The MoBCI General Assembly met August 28, 2010 in conjunction with the 8th Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative Conference held at the Days Inn,

Columbia, Missouri.  The theme for the Conference was “How Does Climate Impact Birds and ‘Weather’ We Can Make a Difference.”
Highlights/actions of the General Assembly are summarized below.

1. Linda Tossing, MoBCI Steering Committee Chair, opened the meeting.  She recognized conference organizers and the high quality of the 7th MoBCI Conference.  Linda also gave a presentation about MoBCI activities over the past year and recognized the Steering Committee for their service.  

2. Roll Call of Member Organizations by Chair.

a. The roll call of organizations indicated that 30 of MoBCI’s 55 member organizations were present at the General Assembly meeting.  Five new organizations had joined MoBCI during 2010.

b. Chair Linda Tossing encouraged all our partnering organizations to review the MoBCI web site to determine if their organization is on record as a member and update their membership information.

3. Minutes of 2009 General Assembly Meeting.

a.  MoBCI Secretary Gene Gardner prepared minutes of the August 22, 2009 General Assembly meeting and made them available for review.  The 2009 minutes were approved with one minor revision noted.
4.  Financial Report.

a. MoBCI Foundation Treasurer Jerry Wade provided a financial statement for the period Jan. 1, 2010 – June 30, 2010.  

a. His financial statement noted that the MoBCI Foundation Account had a total asset balance of $8,350.28.  

b. Chair Tossing accepted a motion to approve the MoBCI Foundation Treasurer’s report, which was seconded and passed by the General Assembly.

5.  Old Business.
a. Chair Tossing recognized the MoBCI subgroups for their service the past year and gave the Chairs an opportunity to speak.

b. MoBCI Grants subgroup Chair Kelly Srigley Werner announced that $106,000 in MoBCI Grant Program funds, provided by the Missouri Department of Conservation and the USFWS Private Lands Program, had been awarded to eight (8) grantees through approval of the MoBCI Steering Committee.  The proposals represent on-the ground habitat restoration throughout the state of Missouri.

c. Mike Currier, Website coordinator, reminded everyone attending that the website information sharing space is important for communications.  Mike requested updates be sent to him and he will post them on the website.  

d. Chair Tossing reported that again, in 2010, several members of the MoBCI Steering Committee convened with First Lady Georganne Wheeler Nixon to deliver the Governor’s Proclamation declaring May 8, 2010, as Bird Conservation Day in Missouri. This year’s proclamation focused on the Cerulean warbler as a songbird in need of conservation.

e. Chair Tossing also announced that MoBCI Steering Committee decided to continue membership in the Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) as an affiliated organization.  Chair Tossing represents MoBCI at the CFM Annual Convention.

6
New Business.

No new business was discussed.
7.
General Assembly Meeting Adjourned.

 A motion to adjourn was approved by members present.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gene Gardner, Secretary 

