General Assembly 

Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative (MoBCI) 

Minutes of the General Assembly Meeting
August 16, 2008
Days Inn, Columbia, MO

The MoBCI General Assembly met August 16, 2008 in conjunction with the 6th Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative Conference held at the Days Inn in Columbia, Missouri.
Highlights/actions of the General Assembly are summarized below.

1. Linda Tossing, MoBCI Steering Committee Chair, opened the meeting.  She recognized conference organizers and the high quality of the 6th MoBCI Conference.  
2. Roll Call of Member Organizations by Chair.
a. The roll call of organizations indicated that 24 of MoBCI’s 51 member organizations were present at the General Assembly meeting.  Several new member organizations were present.
b. The Chair encouraged organizations to review the MoBCI web site to determine if their organization is on record as a member and, if not, to complete the membership form.
3. Minutes of 2007 General Assembly Meeting.

a.  MoBCI Secretary Gene Gardner distributed the minutes of the August 25, 2007 General Assembly meeting for review.  The 2007 minutes were approved.
4. Nomination/Appointment of 2007-08 Steering Committee.
a. The Chair noted that Steering Committee appointment terms held by John Burk (National Wild Turkey Federation), Ted Cooper (Ruffed Grouse Society), Mike Currier (DNR), Wayne Morton (Missouri Prairie Foundation), Steve Mowry (Missouri Prairie Foundation), Frank Oberle (Missouri Native Seed Association), Kelly Srigley Werner (USFWS), and Jim Wildman (The Nature Conservancy) have expired.  She thanked these individuals for their service and noted that in some cases their respective organizations would continue to have representatives on the Steering Committee pending later approval by the General Assembly. 
b. Chair Tossing then reported that John Burk (National Wild Turkey Federation), Ted Cooper (Ruffed Grouse Society), Mike Currier (DNR), Wayne Morton (now MO Chapter North American Grouse Partnership), Steve Mowry (Missouri Prairie Foundation), Frank Oberle (Missouri Native Seed Association), Kelly Srigley Werner (USFWS), and Jim Wildman (The Nature Conservancy) have volunteered to continue their service on the Steering Committee for the 2008-2010 term.
c. The Chair then asked for nominations/volunteers from the floor to serve on the 2008-2010 MoBCI Steering Committee.  Hearing none, the nominations were closed.
d. By action of the General Assembly at the August 16, 2008 meeting all of the individuals/organizations that volunteered (part 4.b. above) were appointed to the Steering Committee for another two-year term for the period from August, 2008 – August, 2010.
e. The Chair also recognized the service of the carryover Steering Committee members from two-year appointments approved during the 2007 MoBCI General Assembly, which included Dick Baskett (Ducks Unlimited), Amy Buechler (Conservation Federation of Missouri), Charles Burwick (Greater Ozarks Audubon Society), Denny Donnell (Columbia Audubon Society), Gene Gardner (MDC), Susan Hazelwood (Audubon Society of Missouri), Steve Heying (Missouri Falconers Association), Alan Leary (MoDOT), and Linda Tossing (St. Louis Audubon Society), each with terms expiring in August, 2009.
5. Financial Report.

a. MoBCI Foundation Treasurer Jerry Wade provided a financial statement for the period Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2007.  
b. He noted that during the calendar year of 2007, the MoBCI Foundation Account had a total asset balance of $15,522.23, compared with the $13,859.65 balance from calendar year 2006.  
c. Jerry pointed out that $10,596.87 of the 2007 asset balance included a Certificate of Deposit representing the bald eagle restitution funds, leaving a balance of $4,925.36 in the MoBCI Foundation checking account.
d. Chair Tossing accepted a motion to approve the MoBCI Foundation Treasurer’s report, which was seconded and passed by the General Assembly.
e. Jerry also provided a year-to-date (Jan. 1 – July 31, 2008) financial statement for information purposes only, pointing out the expenditures for the MoBCI website ($675.00), membership to Conservation Federation of Missouri ($270.00), and the annual fee for the MoBCI Foundation P.O. Box at the UPS Store ($142.00).

6. Old Business.

a) Chair Tossing recognized the MoBCI subgroups for their service the past year and gave the Chairs an opportunity to speak.
b) MoBCI Grants subgroup Chair Kelly Srigley Werner announced that $120,500 in MoBCI Grant Program funds, provided by the Missouri Department of Conservation and the USFWS Private Lands Program, had been awarded to seven (7) grantees through approval of the MoBCI Steering Committee.  The proposals represent on-the ground habitat restoration throughout the state of Missouri. Projects, such as restoring prairie habitat and grasslands, restoring wetlands and removing the invasive honeysuckle, were initiated with the help of the funds provided by these grants.
c) Frank Oberle, Co-Chair of the Invasive Species Subgroup, provided a summary of how knapweed was spreading throughout Missouri.  As part of suggestions and concerns stemming from the 2007 MoBCI Conference, the Invasive Species Subgroup was formed to become another source of information regarding ongoing concerns for controlling or eliminating invasive species that have a direct impact on bird populations in Missouri. 

d) Chair Tossing reported that again, in 2008, several members of the MoBCI Steering Committee of MoBCI, met with Governor Blunt to proclaim May 14 as Bird Conservation Day. This year’s proclamation focused on the Greater Prairie Chicken.
e) Chair Tossing also announced that the MoBCI Steering Committee decided to join the Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) as an affiliated organization.  By participating in CFM at this level, MoBCI partners will have an even broader access to information regarding conservation issues, conferences and workshops, plus representatives at the CFM Annual Meeting that can help set the direction of government policy.
7. New Business.
a. Chair Tossing asked Max Alleger, MDC, to give a short update on the reintroduction of greater prairie chicken adults and chicks captured in Kansas, and his team’s efforts to radio-track their survival.
8. General Assembly Meeting Adjourned.

a. A motion to adjourn was approved by members present.

Respecfully Submitted,
Gene Gardner, Secretary 
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